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Curriculum Policy
“St. Martin’s School isn’t just a school, it’s a family. Firmly rooted in the Christian faith, the St. Martin’s family will share the love of Christ with our diverse school community – all unique and special, made in God’s image, with everyone welcomed and included.”
Introduction and purpose 
The Curriculum Policy aims to ensure that St Martin’s Church of England VA School fulfils the expectation of parents, carers and the wider community in providing high-quality education to its pupils across the curriculum.
Principles, values and philosophies
Christian Distinctiveness at St Martin’s 

The underpinning principle of this Curriculum Policy is that the provision of education within our school meets the needs of all children within our diverse school community – all are unique and special, made in God’s image, with everyone welcomed and included.
Intent
Our School Curriculum has been designed to ensure that each and every child can ‘Serve one another in love,’ by enabling our children to flourish, widen their horizons globally, and aspire to be the best that they can be. Our teaching has Christian values at the heart. Courageous advocacy is a driver for our Curriculum in school. Children are inspired and motivated to be ambassadors of change. We serve our children by teaching a rich, relevant curriculum and aspire to the highest possible standards in our work and practice
Curriculum Aims 

· Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that is coherently planned and sequenced towards the cumulative acquisition of knowledge and skills for future learning and employment. 

· Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and the ability to choose and apply these in relevant situations. 

· Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

· Promote fundamental British values. 

· Support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, and enable them to be active. 

· Promote a positive attitude towards learning.  

· Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support.  

· For all pupils to make the best possible progress and to achieve the highest possible attainment. 

· Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. 

· Provide children with an inspiring and enquiry based curriculum to promote creativity and a thirst for learning.
A broad and balanced curriculum is not just the timetabled subjects; it is every child’s holistic experience of school. This encompasses the ‘hidden curriculum’, such as: extracurricular activities, trips, beach schools curriculum, careers, how to behave, how to have tolerance of others and good mental health. The curriculum also includes experiences of ‘cultural capital’, which can be described as children being given an awareness of the world around them, this includes Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural experiences and knowledge of democracy and the rule of law. 
We also understand that having a wide vocabulary and good reading skills are crucial for our children to be able to access all aspects of the curriculum. We believe that all pupils, regardless of their background, should have access to a wide, exciting and inspiring curriculum that prepares them for the society they live in and how to succeed in life and work.

Quality First Teaching 

At St. Martin’s, this means high quality inclusive teaching together with continuous whole school processes for assessing, planning, implementing, tracking, monitoring and reviewing your child's progress.

· Staff have high expectations of themselves and all of the children.  

· Teachers are expected to impart knowledge accurately and with enthusiasm.  

· Teachers are expected to take into account prior knowledge and experiences and to build upon this in a systematic way.  

· Highly focused lesson design with sharp objectives. 

· High demands of child engagement with their learning.  

· High levels of interaction for all children. 

· Appropriate use of teacher questioning, modelling and explaining.  

· Emphasis on learning through dialogue.  

· An expectation that children will develop resilience and accept responsibility for their own learning and work independently. 

· Regular use of encouragement and praise to motivate children.

The curriculum has been reviewed with governors, senior leaders, subject leaders and teachers.

Legislation and Guidance

This policy reflects the requirements for academies to provide a broad and balanced curriculum as per the National Curriculum programmes of study which we have chosen to follow. It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.

Roles and Responsibilities 

The Governing Body

The Governing Body will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the Headteacher to account for its implementation. The Governing Body will also ensure that:  

· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets  

· Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

Headteacher 

The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:  

· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met. 

· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate.  

· They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate  

· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements.  

· The local governing committee is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum.  

· The local governing committee is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions. 

· Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEND. 

All staff

 All staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.

Organisation and Planning 

In collaboration, subject leaders and teachers have created curriculum handbooks for all subjects.  The curriculum handbooks clearly outline the long term plans for each subjects, SEND provision and considerations, detail regarding the progression of knowledge and skills and the sequence of learning.
Medium term plans are written to ensure coverage of the foundation subjects. Weekly planning uses the learning objectives, skills and knowledge from the medium-term planning for each session. 
Teaching is carefully tailored to meet the needs of all the children and builds on prior learning from EYFS to the end of KS2 ensuring consistency and progression across the whole school. 
Subject leaders quality assure the sequencing linking to the knowledge and skills taught to ensure that prior knowledge is built upon and higher order skills such as problem solving and critical reasoning are developed. Subjects leaders also ensure that learning meets the requirements of the National Curriculum and provide support in ways to expand its scope.
Learning environment 

Organisation of the classroom/learning environment is adapted to the children’s learning needs. 

· The use of learning resources and ICT is developed to allow children to work independently and successfully. 

· Effective use of other spaces is made, for example, the outdoors (including our links to the beach as a ‘Beach School,’ the library and the hall space etc.  

· Displays are used to support learning (Learning Walls) and the knowledge the pupils have gained, alongside celebrating children’s work and achievements.

Inclusion 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:  

· More able pupils  

· Pupils with low prior attainment  

· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

· Vulnerable pupils, including LAC pupils. 

· Pupils with SEND  

· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

Teachers plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving. 

Teachers also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English language, and to support pupils’ access in all subjects.

Intervention 

Individuals and groups who are not making sufficient progress are identified:  

· Provision for intervention is mapped according to need. 

· Detailed plans are put into place. 

· All interventions are time bonded and data driven. 
Interventions are evaluated and relevant adjustments are made: 
· Pupil Progress meetings take place regularly to discuss current and future interventions engaging in dialogue around the impact of interventions, potential barriers and further actions required.

Monitoring arrangements

Governors monitor the effectiveness of the curriculum through: 

· Governor visits.  

· Learning walks.  

· Curriculum Governor ‘Carousel’ activities. 

· Full Governing Body meetings.

Subject leaders provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject. They plan and monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school to plan improvement by:  

· Learning walks  

· Monitoring planning  

· Pupil progress  

· Team teaching 

· Book Scrutiny  

· Pupil voice  

· CPD/ Staff updates.

Subject leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed. 

Planning is monitored by the Senior Leadership Team to ensure that planning is current and used as a working document. They ensure that skills and knowledge are identified in planning, suiting the needs of all children and developmental feedback is provided in line with the school’s marking policy. 

The Senior Leadership Team and subject leaders feedback to year groups or individuals about their monitoring so that strengths can be shared amongst staff and development points acted upon. 

This policy will be reviewed every year by The Deputy Headteacher. At every review, the policy will be shared with the full Governing Body.

Implementation
Our curriculum is based on our locality and ensures full coverage of the National curriculum. We make the most of our environment and plan educational visits each half term to complement our curriculum. Each subject leader has a comprehensive curriculum intent, implementation and impact document.

 We offer:

• Christian faith at the heart of our school curriculum.

• Every child the opportunity to learn in a stimulating environment in which they can achieve their potential and be the best that they can be.

• Every child in Year 4 and 6 access to a residential visit to experience outdoor activities and a contrasting locality.

• Every child in Year 3 to Year 6 swimming lessons on a regular basis. As a coastal school it is our priority to ensure our children stay safe near the sea.

• Every child the experience of 6 educational visits a year that enhance their bespoke curriculum.

• Every child in Year 1 to Year 6 quality weekly PE lessons with a specialist PE teacher supplemented by cricket, rugby and dance coaching from local sports clubs.

• Every child the chance to be part of a theatre performance annually.

• Every child the opportunity to learn a musical instrument in Year 3.

• A celebration of every child’s unique gifts.

• High quality speech and language support.

• Every child the opportunity in Year 5 to take part in the Archbishop of York Young Leaders Award.

• Every child the opportunity to access a wide range of after school activities including sporting clubs, craft clubs, science clubs, music and singing clubs etc.

As a Church of England School, we aim for our curriculum to have a distinctively Christian ethos at the heart of everything that we do.  It is firmly rooted in the teachings of the Anglican Church and our RE curriculum is directed by The Diocese of York. We want our children to look outwards, seeking to serve our global family as we treat our environment and global neighbours with respect and understanding.

Impact

The impact of our Curriculum at St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School is as follows:

• All children, including vulnerable children and children with SEND, make good progress from their starting points socially, emotionally, academically and physically.

• Children take pride in what they do; are motivated to do their best, with confidence; and they produce high-quality work.

• Knowledge, understanding and skills will be secured and embedded so children attain highly and are prepared for learning beyond St. Martin’s.

• Children have good communication skills, both written and verbal.

• Children listen respectfully and with tolerance to the views of others.

• Children demonstrate emotional resilience and the ability to persevere when they meet challenge.

• Children demonstrate inclusive attitudes and have a sense of their role in wider society.

Core Subjects
English:

At St. Martin’s School, we recognise the importance of English as a core subject in the National Curriculum and acknowledge that understanding and communicating the English language is crucial if children are to progress both educationally and socially. Excellent English skills allow children to access the whole breadth of the National Curriculum, engage with the world through listening and reading and communicate creatively and imaginatively with the wider world through speaking and writing.

The underpinning principle of our English policy is that the provision of English education within our school meets the needs of all children within our diverse school community – all are unique and special, made in God’s image, with everyone welcomed and included.

Phonics, Early Reading and Beyond

At St. Martin’s, Reading lies at the heart of our curriculum and is embedded throughout. From the moment children begin their St. Martin’s Journey, we endeavour to cultivate a passion and lifelong love of reading. Our aim is that children gain an extensive and rich vocabulary, essential reading skills and the motivation to read for study and pleasure.

We recognise that reading skills develop over time and we acknowledge that these begin with a good phonic knowledge. It is essential that our approach to teaching phonics and reading is accessible to all learners, regardless of their background.

We encourage understanding, interpreting, engaging with and responding to texts by providing classroom book corners with a wide range of reading matter and opportunities for children to select materials independently from both fiction and non-fiction. 

We place a strong emphasis on the significance of phonic knowledge for the teaching and learning of both reading and writing.  Phonics teaching begins in EYFS and continues throughout Year 1 in daily sessions. We use the Little Wandle programme as our chosen and validated SSP (Systematic Synthetic Phonics) programme.  The children are taught in whole class groups and are assessed regularly; those children who are identified as needing support will receive ‘keep up’ intervention sessions which are taught in smaller groups or individually if and when required.  The Little Wandle programme provides a library of phonetically matched books which are used to support the teaching of phonics.

By the end of the year 1, children are able to decode texts containing grapheme-phoneme correspondence from Phases 2, 3, 4 and 5.  Key phonics skills which are taught in EYFS and Year 1, are consolidated in Year 2 and continue to be strengthened through independent reading, reading for pleasure and whole-class reading sessions.  At this point, whole-class reading sessions focus on developing key skills: vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and sequencing (VIPERS).  Class teachers select high-quality and diverse class novels to focus on, alongside giving the children access to reading extracts which give the children access to a wide range of reading materials to extend cultural capital, as well as key reading skills.  On completion of the Little Wandle phonics programme, children choose from a library of ‘Recommended Reads,’ which are age-appropriate, varied and challenging.  Teachers keep track of what the children are choosing to read, so that further recommendations can be made.  

In Key Stage two, children choose books to read for pleasure, alongside developing the skills to become fluent readers with appropriate expression.  Children continue to experience whole-class reading sessions where they develop key skills: identifying vocabulary and word meanings, making inferences and predictions, explanations, retrieval, summarising and making comparisons (VIPERS). Teachers continue to select and read a class novel to demonstrate the importance of reading for pleasure, as well as how to read with fluency, expression and passion.

For those pupils in Key Stage two who still require access to the phonics programme, children participate in phonics intervention and have access to a guided reading session within the class to ensure exposure to specific vocabulary, the reading domains and skills required to apply their reading into the taught English units. 

Writing

We intend that all children at St. Martin’s will become confident, competent writers and will develop their own writer’s voice. Writing gives children a way to communicate effectively with others: to share their thoughts, ideas, beliefs, emotions, cultural identity and express who they are.

We use Jane Considine’s ‘The Write Stuff’ approach, which is based on two guiding principles; teaching sequences that slide between experience days and sentence stacking lessons. With modelling at the heart of them, the sentence stacking lessons are broken into bite-sized chunks and taught under the structural framework of ‘The Writing Rainbow.’ Teachers prepare children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar or techniques of writing. 

This writing approach allows children to…

· understand how to apply sentence scaffolds to their independent writing as they develop their expertise.
· have a clear view of what high quality writing looks like and their learning is structured clearly and misconceptions dealt with.

· improve their writing and make it more focused. Actionable feedback is provided to guide their learning.

· have a concept of how to build, plan and complete a piece of writing due to narrative maps and non-fiction shapes.

Using ‘The Write Stuff’ approach, we have developed a progressive long-term plan for the teaching of writing across the school, with high-quality and diverse reading materials at the heart of the teaching of writing.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (including Phonics)

In Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Year 1 children will follow the Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme, ‘Little Wandle’ on a daily basis. This follows a lesson structure which embeds previous learning, providing opportunities for the pupils to practise their learning in addition to teaching the next step. Phonics is taught explicitly in the EYFS and Year 1. Children in Year 1 participate in a statutory National Phonics Screening Check. Those identified as needing additional support will continue to be taught phonics until they are secure with this. Children’s phonological awareness and spelling strategies are regularly assessed and this informs teaching. 
In Year 2, the children continue to work on their knowledge of Phonics for spelling using the Year 2 programme from the Little Wandle SSP.

In Key Stage 2, children are given greater responsibility for developing their own spelling in addition to the school spelling scheme, ‘Spelling Shed.’ Word banks related to the end of phase spelling lists are often used. Children in KS2 focus on learning the spelling patterns and words from the National Primary Curriculum. They have discrete spelling teaching at least twice a week and homework based on these patterns. Children are taught to employ their knowledge of sounds, patterns and to look for links in words to find effective methods for their own use and we understand that no one method will work for all. Grammar and punctuation are taught explicitly as well as forming part of each writing lesson.
Handwriting
Cursive handwriting is taught with a sequential and progressive approach with teachers and teaching assistants modelling the handwriting style. We believe that children’s self-esteem and pride in their work can be raised by good quality presentation. Handwriting sessions are taught discretely. Resources such as handwriting slopes and pencil grips are provided when needed. 
We strive for our children to correctly form their letters, joining with a cursive style with pupils having good handwriting habits so that they can write fluently and legibly by the end of Key Stage 2. Children start by learning how to form their letters in the early years. Then, pupils are introduced to pre-cursive style writing in year 1 and 2, before continuing to develop through cursive script from year 3 onwards, including learning joining techniques.
During lessons, we ensure that our pupils sit, position their paper/book and hold their pen/pencil correctly using their other hand to hold their work firmly. It is important that in the Early Years and at Key Stage 1, children are observed closely during the lesson to ensure that letter formation is correct and corrected if needed. In addition to specific handwriting lessons, children are expected to apply their learning in their exercise books and to show care for the presentation of their work.
Speaking and listening 

Children are provided with many opportunities to develop their speaking and listening skills through drama, discussions and paired work. Children play an active part in presentations, topic talks, group discussions, debates and drama activities on a regular basis and speaking and listening opportunities are planned for and exploited across the curriculum.

Mathematics

At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we believe that our Maths curriculum will create enthusiastic, creative and articulate mathematicians.  Through a varied and inspiring curriculum, we aim to develop children’s problem solving, resilience and reflective skills- skills that are easily transferrable across the curriculum.

Our approach to Maths is both skills and knowledge based.  In order for children to develop into well-rounded and passionate mathematicians, we aim to encourage children’s understanding of the world around them and arm them with the skills to approach everyday problems.

As a school, we believe that fluency is key.  Children need to have a secure understanding of basic principles in order to deepen their knowledge further.  Through our rigorously planned curriculum, children are encouraged to challenge themselves through critical thinking and efficient and effective approaches to problems which they may face.  All children are encouraged to develop deep-thinking and questions the way in which the world works, therefore promoting the spiritual growth of our children.  In Maths lessons, children are always encouraged to delve deeper into their understanding of Maths and how it relates to the diverse world around them.  

Children are encouraged to make mistakes in a safe environment and are supported to discuss misconceptions with staff and with their peers.  We place oracy at the heart of our learning through shared work and class discussions, therefore allowing everyone to ‘talk like a mathematician.’

When implementing high-quality maths education:

· We structure and plan our lessons using White Rose Maths schemes of learning to ensure firm foundations and sequence of learning.   

· We use a range of rich resources to enhance our lessons and deepen understanding, such as, NCETM and Nrich.  

· Basic skills are taught daily, focusing on key mathematical skills including place value, the four operations and fractions.

· A range of reasoning resources are used to challenge children.

· Children are taught through targeted, differentiated, small group and mixed ability whole class lessons.

· Lessons use a Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract approach to guide children through their understanding of mathematical processes.

· Where possible, links are made with other subject areas across the curriculum.

· To supplement learning, children have access to various platforms including Times Tables Rock Stars and RM Easimaths.

Science

St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School recognises and values the importance of science and scientific enquiry. Science at St. Martin’s aims to develop a fun, practical and engaging high-quality curriculum that inspires the next generation to succeed and excel in science. We do this through fully adhering to the aims of the National Curriculum and fostering a healthy curiosity and interest in the sciences. 

At the heart of our progressive science curriculum is scientific investigation. Wherever possible, we intend to deliver lessons where children learn through varied systematic investigations, leading to them being equipped for life to ask and answer scientific questions about the world around them. 

We believe that science encompasses the acquisition of knowledge, concepts, skills and positive attitudes. Throughout the programmes of study, the children will acquire and develop the key knowledge that has been identified within each unit and across each year group, as well as the application of scientific skills. We ensure that the ‘Working Scientifically’ skills are built-on and developed throughout children’s time at the school, so that they can apply their knowledge of science when using equipment, conducting experiments and investigation, building arguments and explaining concepts confidently, being familiar with scientific terminology and, most importantly, to continue to ask questions and be curious about their surroundings.

The acquisition of key scientific knowledge is an integral part of our science lessons.  At the beginning of each unit, the children document what they already know, how they know and what they would like to find out.

The progression of skills for working scientifically are developed through the year groups and scientific enquiry skills are of key importance within lessons. 

At St. Martin’s, teachers create a positive attitude to science learning within their classrooms and reinforce an expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in science. Our whole school approach to the teaching and learning of science involves the following:

· Science will be taught in planned, and arranged, topic blocks by the class teacher. Our strategy is to enable all children to be catered for through adapted planning suited to their abilities.

· We plan for problem solving and real-life opportunities that enable children to find out for themselves. Children are encouraged to ask their own questions and be given opportunities to use their scientific skills and research to discover the answers. This curiosity is celebrated within the classroom. Planning involves teachers creating practical, engaging lessons with opportunities for precise questioning in class to test conceptual knowledge and skills, and assess children regularly to identify those children with gaps in learning. 

· Our curriculum is progressive. We build upon the learning and skill development of the previous years, which is tested through our ‘pre-learning quizzes’ where teachers can identify misconceptions that need addressing. 

· Working Scientifically skills are embedded into lessons to ensure these skills are being developed throughout the children’s school career, and new vocabulary and challenging concepts are introduced through direct teaching. This is developed through the years, in keeping with the topics. 

· Teachers demonstrate how to use scientific equipment, and the various ‘Working Scientifically’ skills in order to embed scientific understanding. Teachers find opportunities to develop children’s understanding of their surroundings by accessing outdoor learning and workshops with experts.  

Religious Education

Religious Education at St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School enables every child to flourish and ‘to live life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10). It helps to educate for dignity and respect, encouraging all to live well together. We serve our pupils by preparing them for life in a multi-faith and multi-cultural world. This equips our children to serve, understand, respect and love fellow human beings – whether they are Christians, follow a different faith, or no faith at all.

At St. Martin’s, we encourage children to develop their understanding of the Christian faith, alongside other World religions, and how faith influences the lives of believers, through the provision of a comprehensive Religious Education programme. This is closely linked to our ethos, values and distinct Christian vision as a Church School, and to our Collective Worship programme.  Through Religious Education lessons, we aim to support children’s awareness of how different elements of the Christian faith are interwoven together and how these develop through the Bible from Genesis through to Revelation. We also give them an understanding of the beliefs and practices of other World religions, so that they are prepared for life in a multi-faith society, alongside having time and space to reflect on their own understanding and beliefs.

At St. Martin’s, our RE curriculum includes the following aims: 

· To know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith, through the exploration of core beliefs, using an approach that critically engages with biblical text. 

· To gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews, appreciating diversity, continuity and change within the religions and worldviews being studied. 

· To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience. 

· To recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places. 

· To explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways living, believing and thinking.

Our children at St. Martin’s are entitled to a balanced RE curriculum which enquires into religions and worldviews through theology, philosophy and the human and the social sciences. Our Long-Term Plan for RE at St. Martin’s is supported by the Leeds Diocesan Syllabus and Understanding Christianity, which focuses on Creation, Incarnation, Salvation, The Gospel, People of God and The Kingdom of God.  RE is a core subject within our school curriculum, and therefore, content is taught as discrete weekly lessons, as well as whole RE days.  Alongside this, cross-curricular activities are actively encouraged as a means of exploring concepts and enabling children to reflect on and demonstrate their learning.  

Staff also plan activities to enrich the RE curriculum, such as, visitors and excursions- often to places of worship and/or sites of historical religious significance. 

Foundation Subjects:

Computing

PSHE and RSE

At St Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we are HeartSmart! 

HeartSmart is a creative approach to the teaching of PSHE that we use to build character, emotional health and resilience in children. Our approach equips children with the foundational principles and skills to help them be aware of their own mental health, to look after themselves and maintain healthy relationships, therefore having a positive impact on academic resilience and achievement.

St Martin’s PSHE and RSE curriculum is designed to support pupils through their spiritual, moral, social, emotional and physical development, in order to prepare them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life. Through these lessons, children learn how to stay safe and healthy, build and maintain successful relationships and become active citizens who responsibly participate in society around them. Lessons within our curriculum focus on seeing each and everybody’s value in society, having an appreciation of others, and promoting strong and positive views of self. 

Our curriculum aims to cover a wide range of the social and emotional aspects of learning, enabling children to develop their identity and self-esteem as active, confident members of their community. The themes and topics support social, moral, spiritual and cultural development and provide children with protective teaching on essential safeguarding issues, developing their knowledge of when and how they can ask for help. 

Our resources are fully in line with the learning outcomes and core themes provided by the PSHE Association Programme of Study which is widely used by schools in England and is recommended and referred to by the Department for Education in all key documentation relating to PSHE provision in schools. St. Martin’s programme of work covers all of the required objectives and follows the three core areas of Health and Wellbeing, Relationships and Living in the Wider World. 

Our curriculum fulfils the requirements of the Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) guidance provided by the Department for Education (updated in September 2021), therefore providing a broad and balanced PSHE and RSE curriculum that incorporates our St. Martin’s Christian distinctiveness.

Our PSHE curriculum at St. Martin’s is centred around the HeartSmart programme, which is taught in five thematic units, consisting of seven lessons, each with supporting materials. These thematic units are taught in a spiral approach, meaning that each year group covers each theme, every year. This enables children to recall and build upon previous learning, exploring the underlying principles of PSHE and RSE education regularly at a depth that is appropriate for the age and stage of the child.

HeartSmart units are designed to be delivered in a creative manner, using many approaches such as role play, discussion and games with groups of various sizes. These activities enable children to build confidence and resilience. We also ensure that time is built into the curriculum, so that teachers can be reactive to any problems or topics that arise on an ongoing basis.

Geography

At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of their locality and the wider world, as well as their place in it. Our geography curriculum enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people, which will remain with them for the rest of their lives.  We aim to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. The curriculum is designed to develop knowledge and skills that are progressive, as well as transferable, throughout their time at St. Martin’s and also to their further education and beyond. 

Geography at St. Martin’s is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that children can achieve depth in their learning. Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills of each blocked topic and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. 

At the beginning of each topic, children are able to convey what they already, what they would like to find out and known links to prior knowledge. This informs the programme of study and also ensures that lessons are relevant and take account of children’s different starting points. 

In Key Stage 1, Geography is taught on a 2-year cycle, in Years 3, 4 and 5 on a 3-year cycle, and in Year 6, on a 1-year cycle. This method of implementation gives consideration to our mixed-age classes, ensuring that all children, no matter of their route through school, cover all of the knowledge and skills necessary.

Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt and demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. 

The local area is fully utilised to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practice. 

History

The history curriculum at St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School makes full use of resources within the immediate and wider local area, enabling children to develop a deep understanding of the history of their locality. 

Topics are informed by the national curriculum and are sensitive to children’s interests, as well as the context of the local area. The history curriculum at St. Martin’s is carefully planned and structured to ensure that current learning is linked to previous learning and that the school’s approaches are informed by current pedagogy. 

In line with the National Curriculum, the history curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils: 

· Gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world which helps to stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. 

· Are encouraged to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. 

· Begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

History is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that children achieve depth in their learning. Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history from the Stone Age to the present day. They are able to draw comparisons and make connections between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this are studies of world history, such as the ancient civilisations of the Egyptians, The Maya and Greece. 

In Key Stage 1, history is taught on a 2-year cycle, in Years 3, 4 and 5 on a 3-year cycle, and in Year 6, on a 1-year cycle.  This method of implementation gives consideration to our mixed-age classes, ensuring that all children, no matter of their route through school, cover all of the knowledge and skills necessary.

The local area is also fully utilised to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practice. Planning is informed by and aligned with the national curriculum. Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt and demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. 

Modern Foreign Languages (French)

At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we believe that learning a modern foreign language is a vital part of children’s learning, which helps to prepare children for their secondary education. Learning a language has an important role to play in the preparation of our children’s futures, as it helps to develop confidence and raise cultural understanding and deepens their curiosity about the world around them. All children are provided with opportunities to explore French as a Modern Foreign Language through the skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing, whilst meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum.

At St. Martin’s, we use the Language Angels scheme of work and resources to ensure we offer a broad, vibrant and ambitious MFL curriculum that will inspire and excite our children. We use a wide variety of topics and themes that relate to other areas of the curriculum, whilst building on what children have learned previously. 
Children acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary, language skills and grammatical knowledge organised around age-appropriate topics and themes. Cross-curricular topics allow French to become embedded in children’s learning. Lessons offering appropriate levels of challenge are taught at all times to ensure children learn effectively, continuously building their knowledge of and enthusiasm for the language they are learning. Our children learn through active participation in actions, rhymes, stories, song, grammar focus, video clips, sentence structure, dictionary work and may other creative ways to extend, embed and combine language skills.
Art and Design
At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we value Art and Design as an important part of the children’s entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum.  Art and Design provides children with the opportunities to develop and extend skills, alongside the opportunity to express individual interests, thoughts and ideas.  Art and Design in our school gives children the opportunity to explore the world around them, to collaborate, be creative and express themselves in a variety of ways in order to be ‘the best that they can be.’  The intent provides opportunities for children with SEND, ensuring success and enjoyment for all.  Direct handling and manipulation of materials build on a child's natural interest in shape, colour, rhythm and movement and can lead naturally into developing skills and confidence.

The teaching of Art and Design at St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, is based on the expectations of the National Curriculum and is linked to topics and themes to ensure a well-structured and meaningful approach.

Children learn not only the skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design, but also learn about famous and inspiring artists, sculptors and designers.  Children are exposed to the use of a range of different mediums such as paint, clay, fabric etc.  We encourage the children to look at their own work and the work of others and discuss their thoughts and ideas. 
Design Technology

At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we believe that Design and Technology prepares children to look forward and deal with a rapidly changing world. It encourages them to think imaginatively and become problem solvers who can work well independently and with their peers. To ensure our pupils are taught consistently to a high standard, we use Kapow’s Design Technology’s Schemes of Work.

Kapow Primary’s Design and technology scheme of work aims to inspire pupils to be innovative and creative thinkers, who have an appreciation for the product design cycle through ideation, creation, and evaluation. We want pupils to develop the confidence to take risks, through drafting design concepts, modelling, and testing and to be reflective learners who evaluate their work and the work of others. Through our scheme of work, we aim to build an awareness of the impact of design and technology on our lives and encourage pupils to become resourceful, enterprising citizens who will have the skills to contribute to future design advancements. Our scheme of work enables pupils to meet the end of key stage attainment targets in the national curriculum and the aims also align with those in the national curriculum.

Our Design and technology scheme has a clear progression of skills and knowledge across each year group.  Our Progression of skills shows the skills that are taught within each year group and how these skills develop to ensure that attainment targets are securely met by the end of each key stage. 

Through our Design and technology scheme, pupils respond to design briefs and scenarios that require consideration of the needs of others, developing their skills in six key areas: 

( Mechanisms 

( Structures 

( Textiles 

( Cooking and nutrition (Food) 

( Electrical systems (KS2) 

( Digital world (KS2) 

Each of the key areas follows the design process (design, make and evaluate) and has a particular theme and focus from the technical knowledge or cooking and nutrition section of the curriculum. 

The Kapow Primary scheme is a spiral curriculum, with key areas revisited repeatedly with increasing complexity, allowing pupils to revisit and build on their previous learning. Lessons incorporate a range of teaching strategies from independent tasks, paired and group work including practical hands-on, computer-based and inventive tasks. This variety means that lessons are engaging and appeal to those with a variety of learning styles. Differentiated guidance is available for every lesson to ensure that lessons can be accessed by all pupils and opportunities to stretch pupils’ learning are available when required. Knowledge organisers for each unit support pupils in building a foundation of factual knowledge by encouraging recall of key facts and vocabulary. 

Music

At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, children gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. We are committed to developing a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role that music may wish to be expressed in any person’s life. We aim to provide children with the opportunity to progress to the next level of their creative excellence.

Our music curriculum at St. Martin’s ensures that children sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in the classroom activities, as well as singing during our daily acts of worship, church services, performances and the learning of instruments. 

Teachers deliver music following the Charanga programme, designed specifically for the teaching of music in primary schools. Through the use of this programme, teachers are able to produce inclusive lessons for all children to access the musical curriculum in a fun and engaging way, further promoting a love of learning. Charanga lessons are planned in sequences to provide children with the opportunities to review, remember, deepen and apply their understanding. The elements of music are taught in classroom lessons so that children are able to use some of the language of music to dissect it, and understand how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed. 

In the classroom, children learn how to play a variety of tuned and untuned instruments. Playing various instruments enables children to use a range of methods to create notes, as well as how to read basic music notation. They also learn how to compose, focusing on different dimensions of music, which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without the added complexity of an instrument.

Physical Education (PE)

At St. Martin’s C of E (VA) Primary School, we teach PE using the scheme, ‘Beyond the Physical.’  Beyond the Physical’s Scheme of Learning forms an integral part of the school Curriculum that is inclusive and engages all pupils, in a supportive and challenging environment. This holistic Scheme of Learning aspires for all children to acquire, develop and master their fundamental movement skills; to further their knowledge and understanding of Physical Education concepts and principles and develop their overall competence, to enjoy, and excel in, a broad range of physical activities.

Our Scheme of Learning can be a platform to deliver high-quality teaching and learning opportunities which enable all children to succeed at their level; to enjoy their learning and to provide them with knowledge and skills for a lifelong love and participation in Physical Activity and Sport.

The holistic nature of the Scheme of Learning, not only allows for children to succeed and master the physical skills associated with Physical Activity, but also teaches children through cognitive and social domains, allowing them many opportunities to cooperate and collaborate effectively as part of a team and compete appropriately against others, adhering to the principles of fairness, sportsmanship and respect.

Beyond the Physical understand the importance PE, School Sport and Physical Activity has on children’s general health, fitness and mental wellbeing. The Scheme of Learning provides opportunities for all children to be physically active for sustained periods of time and will teach children the importance of leading healthy, active lives and making informed and appropriate lifestyle choices.

Through the high-quality delivery of our Scheme of Learning, you will see:

• High quality activities that engage all children to have success and master fundamental skills.

• Opportunities to work independently and collaboratively, sharing ideas, strategies and feedback.

• Opportunities for children to progress their learning at their own level through STEP principle.

• Affective use of Assessment for Learning strategies including high-quality questioning to assess learning.

• Developing Cognitive and Social domains – going Beyond the Physical skills and attributes.

• Knowledge of the journey that the lesson will take the children on within future PE lessons.

Outdoor Learning and Beach School Status 

First-hand experience is fundamental to the productive and successful learning of children. `Learning Outside the Classroom' (LOtC) relates to any activity which uses the outdoors to enrich the curriculum. Visits encourage an improved understanding of our surroundings, enrich the curriculum, have a positive effect on children’s self-esteem and facilitate many skills including the ability to work with others. Educational visits are planned in advance, giving sufficient time for approval, risk assessments, for parents to give their permission for the visit and to collect necessary funding and equipment. St. Martin’s aims to provide high-quality, progressive and frequent provision of LOtC experiences, which promote personal development and well-being.

St. Martin’s aims to maximise LOtC in order to: 

1. Increase knowledge, understanding and appreciation of our locality and other areas which are different in nature and environment. 

2. Develop confidence, independence, sense of adventure and responsibility, particularly towards personal safety and the safety of others. 

3. Develop social skills through opportunities to explore situations different from the home/school environment. 

4. Provide opportunities for the community to participate in the education of our children. 5. Develop partnerships with providers (e.g. outdoor, field study and environmental centres, farms, museums, sacred spaces, historic places, theatres etc). 

6. Celebrate achievement e.g. by using digital cameras; display; include details about activities and achievements in newsletters and on our website/learning platform.

St Martin’s School sits proudly on top of the cliffs between Scarborough’s South Bay and Cayton Bay. At the heart of the school’s ethos is a connection to the local area - the coastline and the beaches around it.  St Martin’s is proud to be a beach school. 

Each child, as they journey through St Martin’s, enjoys a unique set of experiences. Our bespoke Beach Schools curriculum ensures that every child in every class makes a minimum of six visits to the beach every school year.  Often walking to the local beaches on our doorstep, children are given the opportunity to explore the natural beauty of them in a variety of ways. This includes sea glass and shell collecting to create artwork as well as playing games using the natural resources that the beach provides.  Children also learn about local marine life and how to care for the environment when rock pooling, scavenging and litter picking. Older children have the opportunity to safely light fires to make hot chocolate and how to subsequently ‘leave no trace’.

Our Beach School curriculum is carefully planned to ensure progression.  This is all driven by a team of passionate staff who believe strongly in Beach School learning and the opportunities it allows for children to learn outside of their usual classroom environment. 

British Values 

We teach British values at St. Martin’s throughout the curriculum and wider school, these include: 

▪ The Rule of Law 

▪ Democracy 

▪ Individual Liberty 

▪ Mutual Respect 

▪ Tolerance for those of different faiths and beliefs 

To do this our children will develop: 

▪ An understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process. 

▪ An understanding that the freedom to hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law. 

▪ An understanding that people having different faiths and beliefs (or having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of discriminatory behaviour. 

▪ An understanding of the importance or identifying and combating discrimination.
Impact

The impact of our Curriculum is as follows:

• All children, including vulnerable children and children with SEND, make good progress from their starting points socially, emotionally, academically and physically.

• Children take pride in what they do; are motivated to do their best, with confidence; and they produce high-quality work.

• Knowledge, understanding and skills will be secured and embedded so children attain highly and are prepared for learning beyond St. Martin’s.

• Children have good communication skills, both written and verbal.

• Children listen respectfully and with tolerance to the views of others.

• Children demonstrate emotional resilience and the ability to persevere when they meet challenge.

• Children demonstrate inclusive attitudes and have a sense of their role in wider society.

‘Serve one another in love’


Galatians 5v13
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